MBA 518  Financial Statements Analysis
Instructor: Qin Xu 
Ph.D, CPA, CIA, ACCA(A)
E-mail: emailxuqin@sina.com


Course Objective
· The course is designed to provide you with advanced conceptual background and analytical tools necessary to evaluate financial statements issued by publicly held enterprises. 
· The course is meant to complement related studies in accounting, finance, economics, business policy, and statistical analysis. 
· It focuses on understanding the uses and the limitation of both the financial statements and the traditional and nontraditional methods used in analyzing them. 
· We will discuss the financial statements, the accounting disclosure rules, the differential effects of alternative accounting principles, and the interpretation of financial information. 
· Students’ motivation and skill development will be enhanced by using problems and cases for actual companies. 
· You will ultimately be better able to make judgments about the cash flows, earnings quality, hidden assets and liabilities, and the overall performance of the enterprise. 

Course schedule
	Week 
	Topic 
	Reading 
	Group presentation 

	1-4 
	Introduction, Financial Statements: an overview
	Chapter 1 
	

	5 
	Financial reporting
	Chapter 2
	

	6-8
	Analyzing financing activities
And credit analysis 
	Chapter 3 & chapter 10 
	

	9-11
	Analyzing investing activities 
	Chapter 4 
	

	12 
	Analyzing investing activities
	Chapter 5
	

	13-14 
	Analyzing operating activities and profitability analysis 
	Chapter 6 &
Chapter 8 
	

	15 
	Cash flow analysis 
	Chapter 7 
	

	16 
	Prospective analysis and valuation 
	chapter 9 & chapter 11 
	

	
	Final exam
	
	



Grading
Group case presentation 20% 
3-5 people in one group; Each group will be assigned a topic to analyze, and present in class. Time limit: 30 minutes. 

Final group case study report 30% 
At the end of the semester, you should submit a whole report of the case company your group analyze besides the specific topic you have already done. To make sure that you get the whole picture of financial analysis. 

Final exam 50% 
Open book exam

total 100% 
The above four items, each scores 100, and times their weight, then you will get your final mark of this course. 






